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Social Need and Health Equity Steering Committee 
2022-2023 Workgroup Priorities 

 

Problem Statement  

The Foundation for Health Care Quality’s Social Need and Health Equity steering committee works to turn existing 
recommendations on addressing and assessing social need and health equity into action. To address the broad 
scope of social need and health equity activities, the social need and health equity steering committee will 
convene smaller workgroups on specific topics. Currently planned workgroups include: 

• Advancing Equity 
• Storing and Sharing Data 
• Social Need Screening 
• Social Need Intervention 

 
In addition to their own scope of work, all workgroups will be partner with all health stakeholders including 
providers, patients, plans, employers, public health, and communities. 

 

Social Need Screening 

Aim: To improve screening workflows to facilitate implementation of social determinant of health screening tools. 

Goals: 

• Develop potential workflows for social determinant of health screening with defined roles and 
responsibilities. 

• Recommend specific criteria for choosing or developing a screening tool including domains to include such as 
housing, food, and transportation need. 

• Consider how social need information can be communicated with essential team members once collected. 
• Use screening tools as a clinical intervention and to help build relationships 
• Cross-walking social need screening with other screening tools such as the PHQ-9 
• Communicate with social needs interventions workgroup  
 
 

Duties & Structure of Workgroups 

Each workgroup will: 
• Research evidence-informed and expert-opinion informed guidelines and best practices (emerging and 

established). 
• Maintain an equity lens while developing recommendations and interventions 
• Research evidence, solicit expert opinion, and draw from emerging programs to develop recommendations 

and action steps 
• Identify current barriers and future opportunities for implementing new action plans 
• Recommend data-driven and practical implementation strategies including metrics or a process for 

measurement 
• Present findings and recommendations in written reports 
• Post draft report(s) and meeting material on a publicly available website  
• Revise this charter as necessary based on scope of work 
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Each workgroup will consist of individuals confirmed by the FHCQ Social Need and Health Equity Steering 
Committee. Each workgroup will hold meetings monthly or as necessary. FHCQ staff will conduct meetings, arrange 
for the recording of each meeting, and distribute meeting agendas and other materials prior to each meeting.  
 

 


